The temporal fasciocutaneous island flap for oncologic oral and facial reconstruction.
This study reports the anatomy, operative technique, and postoperative results of the temporal fasciocutaneous island flap (TFCIF), as used for facial and intraoral reconstruction. Retrospective study of 15 patients who underwent TFCIF reconstruction. The anatomic basis and surgical technique are described. The flap was used for mucosal reconstruction after cheek or maxillary resection. It was used for facial tissue loss in 2 cases: orbital osteoradionecrosis and exposure of a mandibular reconstruction plate. This technique provides a safe and rapid solution for intraoral reconstruction; however, it cannot be used for the anterior floor of the mouth. The best indication that we have found is the reconstruction of hemimaxillectomy, allowing closure of buccosinusonasal communication and prosthetic rehabilitation. The main disavantage is that hair regrowth limits its use to patients who need postoperative radiotherapy. Donor site morbidity is minimal. Only a partial failure was observed. The TFCIF is a rapid, safe, and useful flap for oral and facial reconstruction after oncologic resection. Its arc of rotation limits, however, its use to the posterior part of the oral cavity.